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Use this form if you are applying to the doctoral program in Communication.

Last name (please print)  First name + middle name  Social Security number

1.    Program.  To which communication Ph.D. program are you applying.  Circle only one:

                                           MOVING IMAGE STUDIES                              PUBLIC COMMUNICATION

2.    Status.  Do you intend to enroll in the program on a full-time or part-time basis?  Circle only one:       FULL-TIME      PART-TIME

3.    Communication Coursework.  On a separate sheet of paper, please list all of your undergraduate and graduate 
communication-related courses and grades received.  Admission to the program does not require coursework directly 
relating to the communication field, but will be considered a potential plus.  List most recent courses first.

        Example:
        
         Public Speaking   Undergraduate  A-
         Digital Post-Production  Graduate   A
         Cultural Studies   Graduate   B

4.    Resume.  If you wish, you may provide a separate short resume that explicitly includes detailed information about your 
professional experience (if any) relating to communication.  Include non-paid or paid internships as well.  Admission to 
the program does not require professional background in the communication field, but will be considered a potential plus.  
Submission of a resume is not required for admission to the communication program.

      
5.    GSU Faculty Connections.  Take a look at the faculty profiles which are listed on the Department of Communication 

webpage.   List and provide a brief rationale for the two or three faculty whose work is of most interest and relevance to 
your own academic aspirations:

6.    Likely Research Methodology Specialization.  Which research methodology comes closest, at this point, to your 
specific likely type of research?  You need not list a particular research methodology in which you have either received 
training or used while completing the requirements for your Master’s Degree. We appreciate that your preferences may 
change as you move through a doctoral curriculum, and do not consider your response here binding.

       First, would you describe your likely research methods interests as mainly quantitative or qualitative?  Please circle only 
one:  

            QUANTITATIVE QUALITATIVE 



       Second, check the one of the following closest to your specific interests at this time.  Please also circle the one method 
listed which comes closest to the kind of analysis you performed in your MA thesis project, if you were required to produce 
one: 

 Argumentation analysis

 Audience response (physiological) analysis

 Content analysis

 Conversational analysis

 Critical/cultural analysis

 Discourse/narrative/genre analysis

 Ethnography

 Experimental design/statistical analysis (laboratory or field)

 Feminist methods

 Filmmaking/broadcast production

 Focus group analysis

 Historical/archival/documentary research

 Interviewing

 Legal/public policy analysis

 Network analysis

 Participant observation/observational research

 Performance theory/theatrical performance/dance

 Public opinion polling/survey methodology

 Ratings analysis

 Rhetorical criticism

 Textual/literary analysis

 OTHER:  ____________________________________

7.    Current goals and interests.  Please attach a statement which summarizes your research, academic, and potential 

professional interests, and which details your intellectual interests as they relate to communication.  If you wish, feel free 

to use the statement to bring information to the attention of faculty reviewers you think is of importance.  For example, 

if your application contains some evidence or special strength or weakness, you might choose to address that in your 

statement.  If your undergraduate or graduate transcripts would benefit from additional explanation (e.g., if you wish to call 

to our attention your higher grades in communication-related courses, or your record of improvement), then it would be 

appropriate to add that language to this statement as well.  Overall:  why do you wish to pursue doctoral studies with the 

GSU Department of Communication?  If you are undecided about the particular direction you wish to pursue, then do your 

best to specify the general direction you’re heading.
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8.    Likely Sub-field Specialization.  Which sub-field area of specializations are you most interested in pursuing?  Please 

check no more then five.   Be aware that the GSU Department of Communication does not offer training in all areas listed.

      Aesthetics                                                                                                Journalism

       Argumentation/forensics                                                                          Language development

       Audience research                                                                                   Marketing

       Broadcast production                                                                               Mass communication history

       Communication and aging                                                                       Mass communication theory

       Communication and children                                                                   Media effects

       Communication and cognitive research                                                  Media history

       Communication and law                                                                          New media studies

       Communication and race/ethnicity                                                           Organizational communication

       Communication assessment                                                                    Performance studies

       Communication education                                                                       Persuasion research

       Communication ethics                                                                             Political communication

       Communication law and policy/free speech policy                                  Popular culture

       Communication technology                                                                     Public address

       Communication theory                                                                             Public relations

       Computer mediated communication                                                        Religious communication

       Critical/cultural studies                                                                             Rhetorical theory and criticism

       Environmental communication                                                                Social movement research

       Feminist studies/communication & gender                                              Small group communication

       Film studies                                                                                             Speech pathology

       GLBT communication                                                                              Television studies

       Health communication                                                                             Technical writing/communication

       Ideological criticism                                                                                 Theater

       Information technology                                                                            Visual communication

       Intercultural/international communication                                                Other:  _________________________ 

       Interpersonal/family communication
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Instructions

Print this form and fill it out.  Mail all application materials to:

Office of Graduate Studies | College of Arts and Sciences
Georgia State University
MSC 7F0870
33 Gilmer Street SE Unit 7
Atlanta, Georgia, USA   30303-3087

Do not send this form or your essays to the Department of Communication.  For identification, include your name and a page number on 
each page of the essays you submit.

Georgia State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, age, handicap, or ethnic origin in its 
admissions policies.

9.    Professional Aspirations.  To the extent you are able to specify them, please check the box(es) that most closely 

match(es) your professional aspirations post-doctorate:

 College professor

 K-12 teacher

 Professional filmmaker (e.g., director, cinematographer, post-production technician)

 Broadcast journalist / Editor

 Print journalist / Editor

 Communications lawyer

 New media artist/producer (e.g., web designer)

 Media critic

 Public relations/marketing/sales specialist

 Sports information director

 Event planning (e.g., special events, music industry)

 Communication consultant

 Technical communication/writing specialist

 Audience research (e.g., survey researcher, pollster, focus group coordinator)

 Political consultancy/speechwriting

 Government/non-profit sector communication professional (e.g., public affairs director, ministry)

 Fundraising/development director

 Actor/Performance Artist

 Theater professional (e.g., technical support, choreographer, set design, costuming)

 Think tank researcher/independent scholar or writer

 Media industry professional (television, telecommunications, etc.)

 Other -- please specify:


